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For Immediate Release

Luminato, Toronto Festival of Arts and Creativity and the
Fine Arts Cultural Studies Program at York University present:

Mikel Rouse and John Ralston Saul in Conversation
Live in-person and interactive web simulcast

TORONTO, {March 19, 2008} — New York-based composer, director, performer
and recording artist Mikel Rouse converses with Toronto-based award-winning
essayist and novelist John Ralston Saul live at York University on Thursday, March
27 at 12:30 p.m.

Through a web simulcast, remote audiences are invited to interact with Rouse and
Saul live, as questions and comments may be submitted via a live chat option on
www.luminato.com/simulcast .

Hailed by The New York Times as “a composer many believe to be the best of his
generation,” Mikel Rouse is joined by leading intellectual and Companion of the Order
of Canada John Ralston Saul for a discourse on art, inspiration, and communication.

Touching on media and communications theory from pre-eminent
communication/media theorists, including Harold Innis and Marshall McLuhan, Rouse
and Saul’s dialogue explores the employment of technology and interactivity in art.

Rouse cites Saul’s Voltaire’s Bastards: The Dictatorship of Reason in the West as a
source of inspiration for his multimedia talk show opera Dennis Cleveland, featured at
Luminato in June 2008. Video clips from Rouse’s works will complement the
discussion.

The live conversation has limited seating and takes place at the Fine Arts Cultural
Studies Project Centre (103 Accolades West Building) at York University, 4700 Keele
Street, on Thursday, March 27, 2008. The live conversation and web simulcast will
begin at 12:30 p.m. and may be viewed at www.luminato.com/simulcast.
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Rouse at Luminato in 2008

Luminato presents Mikel Rouse's epic opera trilogy for the first time ever in repertory.
The multi-media musical trilogy includes The End of Cinematics, a video collage live
on stage featuring sharp lyrics, heartbreakingly beautiful music and exceptional
performances. In high contrast are Rouse's solo show Failing Kansas, a multimedia
opera directly inspired by Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood, and his talk show opera,
Dennis Cleveland, a stunning fusion of pop, rock and innovative rhythmic structures
that transforms a sordid TV formula into pure poetry.

For media inquiries regarding Luminato, please contact:

Bill Bobek
Director, Communications & Media Relations

wbobek@luminato.com (416) 368-3100 ext. 246

Laura Erika Barron
Public Relations Coordinator

Ibarron@luminato.com (416) 368-3100 ext. 242
-30-

ABOUT LUMINATO

For 10 extraordinary days in June, the vibrant city of Toronto’s stages, streets and

public spaces are illuminated with arts and creativity. Luminato is an annual
multidisciplinary celebration of theatre, dance, classical and contemporary music, film,
literature, visual arts, design and more.

For more information on both free and ticketed Luminato events, including dates,
locations and schedules, visit www.luminato.com. Tickets will be available in April 2008
through all Ticketmaster outlets (call 416-872-1111 or visit www.ticketmaster.ca).

The Festival’s first donors, called Founding Luminaries, were vital to the visioning and
success of the inaugural Festival and establishing a world-class annual celebration of
arts, culture and creativity. The Festival’s Luminaries ensure Luminato continues to
present Canadian and World premieres, innovative new work and unexpected
collaborations that result in memorable moments of artistic excellence.

Luminato gratefully acknowledges the generous support and vision of its Luminaries;
corporate sponsors, particularly our presenting sponsor, L’Oréal; our dedicated
government partners, especially the Government of Ontario, the Government of Canada
through the Department of Canadian Heritage, and other supporters.

Founding Luminaries — Mohammad and Najla Al Zaibak, Charles and Marilyn Baillie,
Avie Bennett, Helen Burstyn and David Pecaut, Kate Alexander Daniels and David
Daniels, Joan T. Dea and Lionel F. Conacher, Ian and Kiki Delaney, John Donald and
Linda Chu, The Duboc Family Foundation, Margaret and Jim Fleck, Linda Frum and
Howard Sokolowski, Kevin and Roger Garland, Anthony and Helen Graham, Lucille
and Urban Joseph, Michael and Sonja Koerner, Chetan and Clara Mathur, Judy and
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Wil Matthews, Robert and Cheryl McEwen, Pierre L. Morrissette, Sandra and Jim
Pitblado, Jonas and Lynda Prince, Richard Rooney and Laura Dinner, The Slaight
Family, Marisa and Edward Sorbara, Larry and Judy Tanenbaum, and Robin and
David Young.

Luminaries — Tony and Anne Arrell, David and Stacey Cynamon, Lonti Ebers and
Bruce Flatt, The Ira Gluskin and Maxine Granovsky Gluskin Charitable Foundation,
Jay and Barbara Hennick & Family, Joan and Jerry Lozinski, Joseph Mimran and
Kimberley Newport-Mimran, David and Audrey Mirvish, Nancy Pencer, and Geoff and
Megan Smith.

Founding Corporate Luminaries — BMO Financial Group, Ivey Foundation, MacLaren
McCann, Manulife Financial, RBC, St. Joseph Communications, TELUS, and Tourism
Toronto.

SuperNova Program Development Fund — Margaret and Jim Fleck, Sandra and Jim
Pitblado, and Gretchen and Donald Ross.

Luminato 2008 Sponsors — L’Oréal, TELUS, CTV, The Globe and Mail, Cineplex, St.
Joseph Communications, BMO Financial Group, OLG, National Bank Financial,
Manulife Financial, Toronto Star, The Weather Network, Mill Street Brewery, and
Four Seasons Hotel Toronto.

Government Partners — The Government of Ontario, the Arts Presentation Canada

program of the Department of Canadian Heritage, Tourism Toronto, The Ontario
Trillium Foundation, Ontario Cultural Attractions Fund, Canada Council for the Arts,
and the Ontario Arts Council.

Corporate Supporters — endeavour Magic + Logic, The George Partnership, MyThum
Interactive, PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, Roots, Stikeman Elliott LLP, Strategic
Council, and ThinData.

Foundations
J.P. Bickell Foundation, Hal Jackman Foundation, The McLean Foundation, Sidney
Lee Dream Foundation, Inc., and the Toronto Community Foundation.

This list represents commitments as of March 18, 2008. Additional Luminaries,
sponsors, government partners, and individual donors will be announced shortly.

About The Faculty of Fine Arts at York University
The Faculty of Fine Arts at York University is one of North America’s pre-eminent

centres for education in the visual and performing arts. A vibrant community of more
than 3,300 students and 280 faculty working at the leading edge of fine arts practice and
scholarship, it offers academic studies and professional training in dance, design, film,
music, theatre and visual arts as well as interdisciplinary cultural studies in the fine
arts. As a major contributor to Toronto’s arts and cultural scene in Toronto, York Fine
Arts presents more than 250 public events each season.
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